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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the fifth office action for U.S. Application 10/716,718 for a 
Supporting Adapter for Portable Computer system filed by Richard C. Ferri at al. on 
November 19, 2003. Claims 1-20 are pending. Applicant's request for reconsideration 
of the finality of the rejection of the last Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the 
finality of that action is withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
5,604,663 to Shin et al. Shin et al. discloses an assembly including a computing device 
(72) and an adapter (20) engageably mounted to the computing device, the adapter 
being removably mountable to a support stand. The assembly comprises a computing 
device (72) and an adapter (20), the computing device including a cooperating opening 
(col. 3, lines 54 and 55) engageably by a latch. The adapter includes a support plate 
(32) with a top surface and a side surface adjacent to the top surface. There is a 
connector (70) provided from the side surface, adapted to removably mount the support 
plate to a cooperating support (30), the cooperating support oriented in a substantially 
vertical direction. There is a latch (34) provided from the top surface, engaging the 
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cooperating opening in the computing device to secure the computing device to the top 
surface of the support plate. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 5,604,663 to Shin et al. in view of U.S. Patent 4,830,328 to Takach, Jr. et 
al. Shin et al. discloses an assembly including a computing device (72) and an adapter 
(20) engageably mounted to the computing device, the adapter being removably 
mountable to a support stand. The assembly comprises a computing device (72) and 
an adapter (20), the computing device including a cooperating opening (col. 3, lines 54 
and 55) engageably by a latch. The adapter includes a support plate (32) with a top 
surface and a side surface adjacent to the top surface. There is a connector provided 
from the side surface, adapted to removably mount the support plate to a cooperating 
support (30), the cooperating support oriented in a substantially vertical direction. There 
is a plurality of latches (34) provided from the top surface, engaging the cooperating 
opening in the computing device to secure the computing device to the top surface of 
the support plate. 

The computing device is a portable computing device and the computing device 
has a bottom surface with cooperating openings that include a secure keyhole (the 
openings could receive a key), the latches (34) engaging the keyholes. The latches can 
be pivoted into engagement with computing device and the support plate has a sidewall 
extending upwardly from the top surface, dimensioned such that the sidewall does not 
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obstruct elements of the computing device when the adapter is mounted to the 
computing device. The adapter is operable to function as a port replicator and a 
docking station, and there is a plurality of interior electrical connectors for mating with 
corresponding electrical connectors of the computing device, and a plurality of exterior 
connectors coupled to the interior connectors, the exterior electrical connectors adapted 
to mate with a plurality of corresponding cables, thereby connecting the electrical 
connectors of the portable computing device to the corresponding cables. 

Shin et al. does not disclose a connector provided from the bottom surface 
adapted to removably mount the support plate to the support stand. Takach discloses a 
computing assembly with an adapter (3) that has a connector (19) provided from the 
bottom surface to removably mount a plate of the adapter to a support stand (see figure 
2). The connector includes a threaded opening exposed at the bottom surface, the 
opening adapted to engage a threaded member of the support stand. There is a 
support stand (5) including a photography tripod mounted to the connector at the bottom 
surface such that the top surface of the support plate faces away from the support 
stand. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
present invention to have provided a connector and stand in combination with the 
adapter taught by Shin, as taught by Takach, for the purpose of providing an elevated 
mounting means for the adapter and computing device of Shin. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Steven Marsh whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6819. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM to 4:30 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3600. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

/SMM/ 

Steven M. Marsh 
November 22, 2007 

/Korie H. Chan/ 
Korie H. Chan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 



